2007 Missouri County-Level Study

Study Description

Background

The 2007 Missouri County-level Study (CLS) was the largest special survey ever undertaken by the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) with a total of 49,513 Missouri adults interviewed. The study was designed to produce county-level prevalence of behavioral risk factors, chronic diseases and conditions, and preventive practices among adults age 18 and older in Missouri. 

The 2007 CLS replicated a 2003 study in which approximately 15,000 Missouri adults were interviewed. However, because of the lower number of responses in smaller counties, the earlier study combined data from two or three smaller counties.

The 2007 CLS was supported by a $1.46 million grant from the Missouri Foundation for Health* and $100,000 federal funds. The University of Missouri Health and Behavioral Risk Research Center conducted interviews in 107 smaller counties between February 2007 and February 2008, and in the 7 largest counties and the City of St. Louis between April 2007 and April 2008.  Macro International conducted the primary data analysis.

Study design and methodology

The study used standard U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) methods and techniques. The questionnaire used for the interviews contained questions from the BRFSS and CDC Adult Tobacco Survey (ATS). 

The study goal was to complete 49,200 interviews in Missouri’s 114 counties and the City of St. Louis. The goals per county were as follows:

· 400 completed interviews in the 107 smallest counties. 

· 800 completed interviews in 5 counties with a Metropolitan Statistical Area (Boone, Buchanan, Cole, Greene, and Jasper), including 400 interviews among rural residents and 400 interviews among urban residents.

· 800 interviews for Jackson County and St. Louis County with 400 interviews among African Americans and other races, and 400 interviews among whites.

· 800 interviews in St Louis City with 400 interviews among African Americans, and 400 interviews among whites and other races. 

Data have been weighted to be representative of the Missouri adult (18 years of age and older), non-institutionalized population of the area covered. Age-adjusted rates were adjusted to the 2000 U.S. standard population. Due to the rounding error, the total responses to certain questions may slightly exceed or be less than 100 percent. The CASRO** response rate for the study was 60.29%. 
The findings of this study are subject to at least three limitations. First, the CLS did not collect information from institutionalized persons, thereby excluding persons residing in nursing homes, long-term care, and correctional facilities. Second, as a self-report survey, the CLS is subject to recall bias. Third, the CLS did not include persons residing in households without telephones and those households that use cell phones only. 

For more information about the study, contact Janet Wilson, CLS Coordinator, Office of Epidemiology, 920 Wildwood, PO Box 570, Jefferson City Missouri, 65102. 

Suggested citation: Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services. 2007 Missouri County-Level Study. Jefferson City, MO: Office of Epidemiology. 

*The Missouri Foundation for Health is a philanthropic organization whose vision is to improve the health of the people in the communities it serves. 
**CASRO is a response rate formula developed by the Council of American Survey Research Organizations (CASRO). The resulting estimate reflects telephone sampling efficiency and the degree of cooperation among the eligible contacted. The formula assumes that numbers that are never contacted contain the same percentage of eligible households as the records whose eligibility status is known. 

