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About the webinar: The incidence of suicide and other behavioral health conditions varies 

across space and over time. While suicide rates are regularly published at the state and local 

level, the relatively long lags between the event and publication of rates means that regional 

spikes in rates may go unnoticed for over a year. Google Trends is a free web service providing 

real-time information about the relative volumes of Google user web searches. Google Trends 

data were extracted for the 50 United States from 2005-2014 for 20 different terms. These data 

were used to model suicide rates, drug-induced death rates, and alcohol-induced death rates from 

the CDC. This type of modeling could be useful for public health practitioners to engage timely 

interventions to lessen suicide and other behavioral health problems. 

 

Jason Parker is a post-doctoral researcher with the North Central Regional Center for Rural 

Development at Michigan State University. His formal training was in economics, and his 

dissertation research on common factor identification is forthcoming in the Journal of Business 

and Economic Statistics.  

 

********************************* 

 

To participate in the free webinar go to: http://connect.msu.edu/cape, you will notice “enter as a 

guest” is by default already chosen.  Type your name (first and last) into the text box provided, 

and click on “enter room.”  You are now in the meeting room for this webinar. Participants will 

use the chat feature to submit questions or comments. 

 

If you’ve never used Adobe Connect on the computer you will be using, please use the “Test 

your connection” link: http://connect.msu.edu/common/help/en/support/meeting_test.htm 

 

Do a test connection to the actual meeting space well in advance of the scheduled meeting 

time.  If you have technical difficulty connecting, please call the Library Help Desk at 1-800-

500-1554 or 5-2345 (MSU campus) and indicate you are having trouble connecting to the Adobe 

Connect meeting space at http://connect.msu.edu/cape 
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